
ACT 745

AN ACT1

To amend and reenact R.S. 17:233(B)(1) and to enact R.S. 17:233(C), relative to school2

attendance; to provide for the circumstances under which a student shall be3

considered habitually absent or tardy; to require a student's parent or legal guardian4

to enforce school attendance; to impose penalties upon the parents or legal guardians5

of students in certain grades who are habitually absent or tardy; to provide for6

definitions; and to provide for related matters.7

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:8

Section 1. R.S. 17:233(B)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 17:233(C)9

is hereby enacted to read as follows:10

§233. Cases of habitual absence or tardiness referred to juvenile or family11

court12

 * * *13

B.(1)(a) A student shall be considered habitually absent or habitually tardy14

when either condition continues to exist after all reasonable efforts by15

any school personnel, truancy officer, or other law enforcement16

personnel have failed to correct the condition after the fifth unexcused absence or17

fifth unexcused occurrence of being tardy within any school semester.18



(b) The parent or legal guardian of a student shall enforce the attendance of1

the student at the school to which the student is assigned.2

(c) The principal of the school, or his designee, shall notify the parent or3

legal guardian in writing upon a student's third unexcused absence or unexcused4

occurrence of being tardy, and shall hold a conference with such student's parent or5

legal guardian. The student's parent or legal guardian shall sign a receipt for such6

notification.7

(d) The parent or legal guardian of any student in kindergarten through grade8

eight who is considered habitually absent or habitually tardy pursuant to the9

provisions of this Section shall be in violation of the provisions of Subparagraph (b)10

of this Paragraph and shall be punished as follows:11

(i) A first offense shall be punishable by a fine of not more than fifty dollars12

or the performance of not less than twenty-five hours of community service.13

(ii) Any subsequent offense shall be punishable in accordance with R.S.14

17:221(A)(2).15

* * *16

C. For purposes of this Section, the term "tardy" shall include but not be17

limited to leaving or checking out of school unexcused prior to the regularly18

scheduled dismissal time at the end of the school day but shall not include reporting19

late to class when transferring from one class to another during the school day.20


